Water
1) Whose Water? 2002 documentary:  26 minutes (India)

2) Water Voices documentary series (focus on Asia)

3) God’s Water (1 hour long) (missionary bringing water to Malawi)

4) The Water is Ours, Damn It! (attempted privatization of water supply in Bolivia)

5) A World Without Water (Ch. 4 UK documentary) see also, Fred Pearce, WHEN THE RIVERS RAN DRY (book)

6) The Water-Powered Car and the Water Detectives (documentary shorts)
7) Thirst: Fighting the Corporate Theft of Our Water (2007) and the PBS documentary titled “Thirst” also (an alarming documentary on water privatization around the world)

8) Running Dry (90 minutes) (water crisis in the American West)
9) “Water and Life” film festival from India on water and human rights
10) Flow: For the Love of Water (2008) (brand new documentary premiered at Sundance 2008)
11) Water Warriors – U.S. doc about water shutoffs and privatization in Michigan (2 new?)

12) American Museum of Natural History “Water: H20 = Life” (current exhibition on topic with a lot of water-themed educational materials on museum website)
13) Mainstream dramatic films: Chinatown (water crisis in 1940s Los Angeles); A Civil Action (toxic chemicals pollute water supply)—book and film 
14) A Journey in the History of Water (documentary) (series is divided in four programs of 45 minutes exploring different themes pertaining to the importance of water. Part I, The Struggle, shows that no society can exist without water. Part II, The Energy, describes the different uses of hydropower. Part III, The Myths, explains the role of water in myths and religious rituals. Part IV, The Conflicts, relate to the water issue in conflicts)
15) Cadillac Desert-Water and the Transformation of Nature (documentary) (a four-part series chronicling the development of the American West as it relates to the importance of water and the necessity of controlling it responsibly.)
	

	
	 
	BOOKS & VIDEOS ABOUT WATER
reviews by Arthur von Wiesenberger
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BOOKS 
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The Hidden Messages in Water by Masaru Emoto (Beyond Words Publishing, Inc., 2004, paperback 160 pages; $16.95)



Is water God? That was the question that kept surfacing as I journeyed through Masaru Emoto's brilliant work. The simplest answers are often the hardest to arrive at. Hidden Messages, once absorbed, seems so obvious that it makes one wonder why haven't we realized these messages earlier. His vision aided by inspiring photography of water crystals in various environments, is a blueprint to a new understanding about water and the way we treat it. Bottom line: I am filled with love and gratitude that this book exists.

ORDER THE HIDDEN MESSAGES IN WATER NOW 
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The Holy Order of Water: Healing the Earth's Waters and Ourselves by William E. Marks (Bell Bond Books, 2001, paperback, 256 pages; $18.95 US)



The author takes the reader on a journey of discovery that embraces the many facets of water. At times, the odyssey leaves one in utter awe of this seemingly prosaic liquid, and the all-encompassing, passionate approach the writer has embarked upon. Practical problems and solutions regarding the worldâs water issues flow through the pages that are also anointed with a spiritual perspective. At the end, one may come to realizations about water that run deep within each of our beings. A must read for anyone interested in this fundamental resource.

ORDER THE HOLY ORDER OF WATER NOW 
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The Complete Book of Water Therapy by Dian Dincin Buchman, Blanche Fried (Illustrator) (Keats Publishing, Inc 1994, paperback, 261 pages; $11.95 US) 
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This comprehensive book about water and health covers how drinking water, bathing in water, steaming in water and many other therapies involving water contribute to general health. Many of these therapies are centuries old but are clearly detailed both for their therapeutic uses and methodology. The author specializes in natural medicine and is a writer for Health Quarterly. 

ORDER THE COMPLETE BOOK OF WATER THERAPY NOW 
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The Drinking Water Book by Colin Ingram (Ten Speed Press, 1991, paperback, 195 pages, $12.95 US) 
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Ingram addresses the dangers of tap water and, with a balanced view, provides a clear understanding of cancer-causing chemicals in public water supplies, home water purifiers and their benefits and shortcomings, and how federal and state municipal water standards are inadequate. I take exception to some of his views on bottled water in which he states "... naturally occurring water is not always healthy or safe water.." He provides information about how to test your tap water and rates specific filters on the market today. 

ORDER THE DRINKING WATER BOOK NOW
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The Good Water Guide by Timothy and Maureen Green ( 1996, hard cover, $16.95 US) 
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Lots of colorful pictures of bottled water labels, spas and related photographs with well researched profiles of bottlers. The Good Water Guide has an emphasis on international bottlers but also has a good cross-section of US companies. A well done book (written by a competitor!) 

ORDER THE GOOD WATER GUIDE NOW
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H20: The Guide to Quality Bottled Water by Arthur von Wiesenberger (Woodbridge Press, 1988, trade paperback, 176 pages, $11.95 US) 
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It's best that I don't review my own book, but leave you with the pertinent data. H20 was the update of my first book Oasis: The Complete Guide To Bottled Water Throughout The World (published by Capra Press in 1978). The goal of the book was to update the profiles of bottlers as well as provide new labels, analysis where needed and a glossary of terms used in the water industry. 

ORDER H20 NOW 
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Oasis: The Complete Guide to Bottled Water Throughout the World by Arthur von Wiesenberger (Capra Press, 1978, trade paperback, $6.95 US) 
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This was my first book on bottled water. It traces the history of water as well as how civilizations have evolved around quality water. There is an investigation into water pollution, mineral waters, and the bottled water industry. The book also provides a listing of bottlers in the US and around the world.

ORDER OASIS NOW
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The Pocket Guide To Bottled Water by Arthur von Wiesenberger (Contemporary Books, 1991, trade paperback, $11.95 US) 
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This is a scaled down version of H20 with updated bottler profiles and some background on water regulations. Although the book is out of print, some copies are in libraries as well as specialty stores. 
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The Shocking Truth About Water by Patricia Bragg (Health Science, 1998, paperback, 175 pages, $7.95 US) 
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This book combines natural health techniques with science, which results in a potpourri of information about water. Some is quite accurate, such as the body's need for hydration and the important role that water plays in health and nutrition. For the researcher, this may spawn new ideas, and towards that end it is worth a look. Bragg is down on all inorganic minerals and claims that they will turn your body into stone. A proponent for distilled water, the reader gets a very opinionated view of this topic. 

ORDER THE SHOCKING TRUTH ABOUT WATER NOW
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The Taste of Water by Arthur von Wiesenberger (Best Cellar Books, 1996, booklet, $4.95 US) 
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Here is the data about this booklet, without a review. It was originally designed as a primer, to brief water tasters at tasting events. There is a history of water tasting, anecdotal information about water events and a glossary of water tasting terms. 


ORDER THE TASTE OF WATER NOW
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The Healing Energies of Water by Charlie Ryrie (Journey Editions, 1999, soft cover, 160 pages, $17.95 US) 
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This is a beautiful, poetic book that transcends the common view of water to an intelligent, insightful vision of this magical element. It brings water into contact with the human spirit with science and traditions meeting on a higher plane. The inspirational photography is by veteran photographer David Cavagnaro and several other contributors. This book should be read by anyone interested in water. 

ORDER THE HEALING ENERGIES OF WATER NOW
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Your Body's Many Cries For Water by F. Batmanghelidj, MD (Global Health Solutions, 1995, paperback, 182 pages, $14.95 US) 
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I really want to believe this book. It goes beyond a study of the importance of hydration to a position that water can prevent and even cure disease. The author reports on 12 years of clinical and scientific research which he says confirms his discovery that, "It is chronic dehydration that is the root cause of many of the diseases we confront in medicine at present!" You'll want to read this book with a bottle of water close to your side. 

(Although out of print it may be obtainable through used book stores)
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A Civil Action by Jonathan Harr(Vintage Books, 1996, soft cover, 502 pages, $13.00 US; $17.95 Canada) 
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This gripping legal thriller is a true story about water contamination and the ensuing legal showdown between affected familes and two of the nation's largest corporations. From a water perspective it gives some of the many challenges in proving that an aquifer is contaminated and explores the effects of contamination on human health. At the end of the book, the author provides an extensive list of articles and professional papers on the subject of toxic substances and volatile organic compounds in drinking water, especially trichloroethylene. 

ORDER A CIVIL ACTION NOW 
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Cadillac Desert: The American West and Its Disappearing Water by Marc Reisner (Penguin Books, 1993, soft cover, 582 pages, $12.75 US) 


Although the Western United States has had rain these past few years, Cadillac Desert shows through a vivid history of water in the west, how it may all be just a mirage. In this alarming and entertaining book, Reisner gets his teeth into water politics and has an uncanny gift for making a seemingly dry subject intensely fascinating. The end result for me was an even greater awareness of water's importance, especially in regions where it is naturally scarce. 

ORDER CADILLAC DESERT NOW
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VIDEOS
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A Journey in the History of Water and Cadillac Desert-Water and the Transformation of Nature
This four-part television series won the "Grand Prix" at the 17th International Environment Film Festival. The film is very global it it's objective appraisal of water, the struggle to harness it, the energy it produces, the myths and religious practices surrounding it and the conflicts it creates. The film inspires, it educates and raises important questions about how societies will deal today and in the future with water. A must see for anyone in the water industry. 
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To order this video, e-mail us: bottledwaterweb@aol.com 
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Cadillac Desert - Water and the Transformation of Nature: Boxed Set 
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The complete 5 tape set from the popular television series which was based on the book (also available further down in the book section). This is one of the finest documentaries about water and the use of water in the Western United States that is available. 


ORDER CADILLAC DESERT VIDEO BOXED SET NOW

 

 

OTHER GREAT WATER VIDEOS:
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In conjunction with WATER: H2O = Life, a major Museum exhibition which opened earlier this week, the Festival features some compelling new films about social and environmental issues related to the precious resource of water. VILLAGE OF DUST, CITY OF WATER, by Sanjay Barnela, tells the chilling tail of rival access to water in India, where rural water supplies are redistributed to serve booming cities and other communities are displaced to create dams; THIRST, directed by Deborah Kaufman and Alan Snitow,  tells the stories of communities in Bolivia, India, and the United States that are asking about what rights they have to clean and potable water; THE WATER FRONT, directed by Elizabeth Miller, provides a critical look at the battle over water in Highland Park, Michigan, a working-class, largely African-American community whose city council voted to privatize the water supply; GIMME GREEN, directed by Isaac Brown and Eric Flagg, explores the American obsession with lawns and their impact on our environment, our wallets, and our outlook on life; and EL AGUA EN TIEMPOS EXTRAS (Water In Extra Times), directed by Dominique Jonard, is an experimental animation that considers global warming and its impact on water—from floods to droughts—and some of the solutions to help preserve this finite resource.

For a complete list of films screening at this year's Festival, visit: www.amnh.org/mead
Featuring narration from Emmy® Award-winning actress Jane Seymour, The American Southwest: Are We Running Dry? is a definitive look at how the water crisis affects the American Southwest states and its escalating economic toll. With no commercial interruption, the film will premiere on western PBS stations in fall 2008 and air in key cities across the American West, followed by live in-studio simulcast town hall meetings. 

From the White House to the House of Representatives, Thebaut interviews key thought leaders for an intelligent and informed discussion about the evolving water crisis. Thebaut films at diverse locations including the Navajo and Hopi Indian reservations, on Capitol Hill and in Las Vegas for an absorbing and contemplative discussion about conservation, water reuse, desalination, unprecedented population growth and future water policies. Interviews with key members of Congress include Sens. Jon Kyl (Ariz.), Ken Salazar (Colo.), and Pete Domenici and Jeff Bingaman (N.M.), and U.S. Reps. Mary Bono (Palm Springs) and Jim Costa (Fresno). An interview with Dr. Gene Whitney, science advisor to President Bush, also is featured in this impartial and balanced documentary. 

The American Southwest: Are We Running Dry? gives audiences an in-depth awareness and education of the water crisis in the United States. Viewers will learn about land use planning and the water needs of cities in the Southwest, and how climate change may impact water levels on vital sources such as Lake Powell, Hoover Dam's Lake Mead, the Sacramento River Delta, the Rio Grande River and the Colorado River. 

Pat Mulroy, who as general manager oversees operations of the Las Vegas Valley Water District, which serves more than 300,000 customers, and the Southern Nevada Water Authority, responsible for acquiring, treating and delivering water to local agencies that collectively serve 1.8 million residents and nearly 40 million annual visitors, says, "While the challenges posed by acute water shortages are becoming increasingly apparent throughout our nation and the world, we in the American Southwest have for some years now witnessed the impact of climate change as we work to stretch a limited resource to meet the needs of a growing population. With this film, Thebaut will aptly portray how we in the desert southwest are working to surmount the obstacles. Hopefully, other regions around the world can build on our experiences to confront their own water-scarcity crises." 

Timothy Brick, chairman of the Metropolitan Water District of Southern California, says, "Metropolitan is proud to be part of this important project. The challenges we face in meeting water needs of the Southwest are great and education is the first step. This film will play a vital role in communicating the seriousness of the challenge in showing people there are solutions and we are addressing those solutions for the future. Jim Thebaut has awakened and activated a large audience about the scale of the global water problem. We are convinced that this film focusing on the Southwest will be equally significant." 

Vegas PBS General Manager Tom Axtell says, "Our station is dedicated to making scientific concepts and public policy accessible to all citizens. This project is another example of our commitment to work with community organizations to discuss these issues. We are delighted to be involved in a multi-state, multi-station project that explores the critical issue of water in the Southwest." 

The project follows on the heels of Thebaut's groundbreaking and critically acclaimed 2005 documentary, Running Dry, about the global water humanitarian crisis that featured interviews with Mikhail Gorbachev, Shimon Peres and others. The documentary shed light on the fact that every 15 seconds, a child dies from the lack of water or water related diseases and that the seeds of terrorism evolve from the global humanitarian crisis. 

"My last project was looked upon as a reliable source of information in the ongoing battle to educate people about the crisis. The American Southwest documentary represents a profound opportunity to educate the public and even change some minds without politicization. It's an honor to collaborate between these public and private sectors," says Thebaut. 

Inspiration for Running Dry originated from the late Illinois Sen. Paul Simon's book, Tapped Out: The Coming World Crisis in Water and What We Can Do About It, published in 1998. Considered by many a harbinger of things to come, the book was excerpted in Parade Magazine and served as a wake-up call for decision makers and the public to act in order to save vanishing groundwater reserves. Simon's book-as well as the Running Dry documentary-influenced the passage of the Sen. Paul Simon Water for the Poor Act, signed into law in late 2005. 

Says Simon's wife, Patty, "When Paul retired from the Senate, he wrote about the coming world crisis in water. He knew his book would reach a limited audience in book form and wanted to reach a larger population by film. Jim Thebaut made it possible for Paul's concerns to be noted by many. Running Dry takes you to places Paul had seen and more. The impact is a chilling reminder of just how precious water is and how much safe water and sanitation is threatened or non-existent in today's world. This next film will be a vivid call to action to make water a priority issue." 

Jane Seymour, who will appear on-camera as well as narrate, says, "As in the rest of the world, significant water problems exist in the Southwest states because of severe drought, urban development, agricultural uses and population growth. The overwhelming need to solve these issues in the United States and the world is crucial through education and planning. The severity of the American water crisis cannot be underestimated." 

Also interviewed for the American Southwest documentary is Floyd Wicks, president and CEO of American States Water Co., which provides water service to hundreds of thousands of Californians. "The recent stroke of a pen that reduced the amount of water through the state water project, coupled with the fact that Southern California just experienced the driest year ever recorded since 1887, and the reduction already experienced on the Colorado River all add up to the need for a comprehensive solution and analysis of the water supply sustainability in the American Southwest. With all these situations facing us it calls for immediate action to find new sources of supply. With everyone working together it can be done," says Wicks. 

American States Water Company provides water service to 1 out of 30 Californians located within 75 communities throughout 10 counties in Northern, Coastal, and Southern California (approximately 255,000 customers) and to over 13,000 customers in the city of Fountain Hills, Arizona, and a small portion of Scottsdale, Arizona. 

The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California is a cooperative of 26 cities and water agencies serving 18 million people in six counties. The district imports water from the Colorado River and Northern California to supplement local supplies, and helps its members to develop increased water conservation, recycling, storage, and other resource-management programs. 

Local water providers and wastewater agents formed the Southern Nevada Water Authority (SNWA) in 1991 to address the area's unique water needs on a regional basis. The Water Authority's responsibilities include managing current water resources and ensuring Southern Nevada has enough water for the future. SNWA also maintains regional water treatment and delivery systems. The agency monitors regional water quality to ensure that area water meets or exceeds the standards of the Safe Drinking Water Act. 

Vegas PBS is dedicated to providing educational and public service media technologies for Southern Nevadans, teachers, and emergency management professionals. The station began local services in 1968. 

The Chronicles Group, a not for profit 501C3 corporation is dedicated to providing visual and educational records for the general public viewing about profound issues facing the 21st century. 
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