I.  Rapid Knowledge Acquisition & Introduction to Assessing Credibility
There are two goals to this assignment.  The first is experience the effect of rapid knowledge acquisition on your ability to ask critical questions about a topic.  The second is to develop the skill of assessing credibility of information.  In our subsequent assignments we will be looking at how our critical questions can be answered and how we go from finding credible information to finding authoritative points of view.   

· 
· 
Since these assignments are designed to support your critical thinking research paper, you should explore topics that could be topics for the research paper you will write at the end of the semester.  It might be helpful for you to look at topics which your predecessors have chosen.  These can be found at the course website under “Old Stuff”.  As you’ll see from the lists of old topics, a good topic for reflective deliberation in this project satisfies two criteria:  first, it deals with an issue about which there is reasonable difference of opinion; second, it is researchable.  We can talk more about this in person, but you can see how these criteria exclude some topics and point you toward others.  You should definitely follow your interests, but you may need to do this assignment first to see what interests you.
Step 1: Identify an article

      1.  Go to http://www.wikipedia.org/.
      2.  Do a keyword search on your topic.  Choose a topic that meets the criteria above for the research project.

      3.  Scan through the Wikipedia article and look at the main headings.  If the article is not relevant to your topic, try changing your keywords and doing a new search.  You can also look at the related articles listed under the See Also heading to see if you can find a more relevant article.

      4.  Once you have found a relevant article, read through it to familiarize yourself with the topic’s main ideas, terminology, related concepts, etc.

            a.  If the article you find first does not have much information, use related terms       
and links to find a more promising article.
What is your wikipedia topic?
	


Step 2: Examine the Discussion pages

      There are often more than two sides to the issues presented in Wikipedia articles.  Because of this, there are times when one or more people working on a Wikipedia disagree.  When this happens, they can take their disagreement to another spot, the Discussion page linked to every Wikipedia article.  
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 Look at the discussion pages for your article, if there is little or no discussion of your topic (or if most of the discussion is about formatting or procedures) look at some related pages until you find a good discussion.

      Answer the following question about the discussion pages for your article.

      Which of the following best describes the Discussion pages for your article?

· Most of the debates on the Discussion Pages are about Wikipedia rules 
(formatting, etc.)

· Most of the debates on the Discussion Pages are about the content of the page 
(whether claims are true or false, can be verified, etc.)

· Most of the debates on the Discussion Pages are about the tone of the page 
(whether it represents a Neutral Point of View (NPOV), etc.)

· The debates on the Discussion Pages for my article are about all of these topics 
(content, tone and Wikipedia rules).

Step 3: Analyze your article


Write a brief paragraph (2-3 sentences) answering the following question:


What have you learned about your topic during your exploration that you didn’t already know? Include specific examples from the article.


Note: if you didn’t learn anything from your first article, follow links from that article until you find something useful.
	


List at least one thing you found in your exploration that you want or need to investigate further.  Be specific about why you want to explore this particular point further (because it contradicts something you already learned, you are concerned about its validity, you want to learn more about it, etc.)

	


Step 4: Explore the history pages


Wikipedia lets you see how the content on a page develops over time by looking at its History page.
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Go to the history page for your main article and answer the following question:g:


How often is your page revised?

· Daily

· Weekly

· A few times a month

· Rarely – a few times a year


If someone put bad or misleading information on your page, how long do you think it would take before someone else edited the page with better information?

· It would be fixed the same day.

· It would probably take a couple of days.

· Within the week.

· Within the month.

· Who knows, hardly anyone looks at this page.


Analyze the most recent additions/revisions that have been made to the Wikipedia page you selected.

· Look at the user names – is there a small group of people who seem to be monitoring the page or are there a lot of different user names?

· Look at the changes themselves – are they mostly minor changes (formatting, grammar, etc.) or are there major additions to the content being made?

· Do you think that the conversation about your topic, as it appears in the Wikipedia page, is still developing or has it “settled down” somewhat?

· If you use a piece of information from this page, how likely is it that it will have been modified or edited the next time you look at the page?

Step 5: Posing critical questions

Critical questions are questions whose answers help you decide among conflicting points of view on a topic.  Since you are working with topics about which people have different beliefs, you should ask critical questions to help decide how much weight to give those opinions as you formulate your own.  Ultimately, this allows you to construct a point of view that reflects your own reflective deliberative point of view.  Our expectation is that you will be able to ask better critical questions after some rapid knowledge acquisition.      

In the space below, identify some of the critical questions you have about your topic. 
