Thursday, October 16, 2008
Dr. Mark Alfino

Midterm Exam – Critical Thinking – A

Answer 8 out of 10 of the following problems.  Do not skip problems marked with an asterisk (*).

1.  In an explanation, what role do the premises play in relation to the conclusion? (two sentences)

2.  What is “thinking in stereo”?  What kinds of questions are asked at each level? (two sentences)

*3.  Identify the following as either arguments or explanations, or both.  After identifying the item, indicate which part you took as premise and which as conclusion.  Add a one sentence explanatory note to clarify your choice.

a.  Ed always seems nervous around Sarah.  I think he likes her.


b.  Ellen said she’d meet me at the library to study tonight, but I guess she forgot.  She’s usually so reliable.

4.  What is “inviting appraisal”?  How do you do this and why does it matter?

*5.  Identify the following as either deductive or inductive:


a.  The apples have been good at Safeway lately.  I’ll bet they’ll be good today.


b.  Officer to student:  The sign says “No students in this parking lot.”  You are a student, so you shouldn’t be in this lot.   

6.  T/F:  If an argument has true premises and a true conclusion, it is valid. (one letter)

7.  What is Mill’s method of agreement and difference? (two sentences)

8.  What does it mean to assess a rationale by “reframing it”.  Give your own example of how you might do this. (2-3 sentences)

9.  What is the difference between explaining “why” something has come about vs. “how” something comes about?  
*10.  Write out the premise and conclusion structure of the following argument, filling in missing premises as needed.  Focus only on rationales:

Professor to her students:  “I’m afraid I can’t allow you to bring laptops to class.  I’ve talked to lots of other faculty and many of them have the impression that the laptop in class is too distracting.  Don’t get me wrong.  I like laptops and I’m sure that some students can handle the distraction.  Students have told me that they and others check email, instant message and work on their “my space.”  Plus I think they might get in the way of learning.  From behind a laptop, you engage in less non-verbal communication  with others in class.  That leads to weaker class discussion and less “deep learning”.”
