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Philosophy 201

Euthyphro and Socrates on Pious 

First I would argue that Socrates aggressive pursuit of what Pious means is his way of arguing that Euthyphro is being religiously overzealous, and that he is wrong for prosecuting his father. During their discussion Socrates asks “Is the pious loved by the gods because it is pious or is it pious because it is loved by the gods?” This question is crucial to Socrates argument because it is proving that not every thing that is pious is god-loved. This means that Euthyphro has not yet actually told Socrates what pious is only one of its qualities, and when Socrates says this it pokes another hole in what Euthyphro explains as pious. So when Socrates asks that question of Euthyphro a lot is at stake since Euthyphro’s whole argument of the definition of pious is on the line. 
Socrates answer to his own question is less of an answer and more of a very long explanation to Euthyphro’s. He explains that what he is asking about pious is the same as asking is something a something before its definition to be something happens. Or more simply the Socrates says it, is something carried, carried, before it is picked up and carried. Socrates gives several more examples such as something being loved, something being led, and something being seen. These definitions which Euthyphro agrees with leads to Socrates point that pious is loved by the gods because it is pious, not because it is loved by the gods. His point from this is that Euthyphro has presented that loving something because it god-loved is different than loving pious because you should love pious. Since Euthyphro has said this Socrates makes the point that he has not actually told Socrates what Piety is. Rather he has told him one quality of pious, that it is always loved because it is pious. However Socrates seeks a definition of pious from Euthyphro. So in this way Euthyphro’s initial definition is shot down by Socrates. 
